THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
Mr. Clifford Allen. A note in The Times stated that he had
been connected with the Daily Citizen, the New Leader, and the
Daily Herald ; that he had been twice imprisoned during the
War as a conscientious objector ; that he had been Chairman
of the Independent Labour Party ; a Labour delegate to
Russia and a Member of the Executive of the Labour and
Socialist International, It was certainly not for his past record
that MacDonald delighted to honour this renegade extremist.
The Times naively gave the real reason ; in the previous
October, Mr. Clifford Allen had written two letters to The
Times, supporting MacDonald and the other sections of the
National Government, and opposing the policy of the Labour
Party and the Trade Union Congress. So desperately anxious
had Allen been to earn MacDonakTs approval that he had a
pamphlet printed and circulated at his own expense in which
MacDonald's desertion of his Party was actually described as
the work of a * good Socialist.' After that, what could the
Prime Minister do but hurry his unexpected supporter to the
House of Lords.
There were several others outside Parliament who had been
more or less lukewarm in their enthusiasm for Labour, for
Socialism, or for MacDonald, and who now saw their chance
and c claimed kindred there and had their claims allowed,5
MacDonald was keenly anxious to get as much help as possible
and was only too eager to welcome them. For instance,
Mr. J. T. Walton Newbold, the first Communist Member pf
Parliament, who had always been particularly offensive to
MacDonald achieved a double somersault. First of all, he
denounced thec National' Government as a fraud. Then he saw
that he had spoken out of his turn ; when he discovered that
MacDonald was likely to be successful, he swung round again
and wrote a letter to Mr. Arthur Henderson, declaring that
there was no other course open to him but publicly to take his
stand with those old Socialists, MacDonald, Snowden, and
Thomas. It was a fitting consummation, not without the
elements of farce, that Mr. J. H. Thomas, when he contested
Derby in 1931, appointed this ex-Communist one of his
agents. Finally, when Newbold discovered that MacDonald,
with extraordinary ingratitude, was to allow his zeal to go
unrewarded, he swung round once more and denounced the
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